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Herman Diricks is currently Chief Executive Officer of the Belgian Federal Agency 
for the Safety of the Food Chain (FASFC).  
 
The FASFC is an executive body, which has jurisdiction over the entire territory and is responsible for 
laying down, implementing and enforcing measures related to food safety, animal health and plant 
protection. 
 

Trained as a bioscience engineer, Herman Diricks has been working in the areas of 
Public Health, Food and Feed safety and technology since 1984. 
 

After a brief stint as a scientific associate at the VUB, he joined the Ministry of 

Agriculture in 1986 where he spent 4 years working in the areas of pesticides, 
fertilisers and genetically modified organisms. 
 

Herman Diricks then went on to start a new IT service introducing modern IT technologies in the Department of 
Agriculture, after which he became head of the IT department of the Ministry of Agriculture. From 1999 to 2000, 
he worked as an advisor, first to the Secretary-general, then to the Minister of Agriculture, where he advised on 
general policy matters and on food safety. Between 2000 and 2002, Mr. Diricks was an independent consultant in 
the fields of food safety, quality and administrative reorganisation.  
 
In 2002, he joined the Federal Agency for the Safety of the Food Chain as Director-general of the Corporate 
Services where he was in charge of human resources, ICT services, budgeting, logistics and the legal department.  
In this capacity, he was responsible for the administrative foundations and financing policy of the newly founded 
agency. 
 
Between 2006 and May 1st of 2014, Herman Diricks occupied the post of Director-general Control Policy and was 
responsible for the policy on control measures and programmes aimed at protecting the health of humans, 
animals and plants. Furthermore, DG Control Policy maintains international relations regarding the 
aforementioned areas and drafts Belgian regulations on process hygiene criteria and animal and plant health. It 
also deals with sector organisations and cooperates with DG Health and Food Safety (DG SANTE, working groups 
and Standing Committee) and other Member States. 
 
In summary 
 

-   
- 1983:  master’s degree in bioscience engineering (with distinction) from the University of Ghent, 

Faculty of Bioscience Engineering, Section Food Science, Chemistry and Bioprocess Technology. 
- 1984 -1985:  scientific associate at the Institute for Molecular Biology, Free University of Brussels 

(VUB), as a member of a research group on paludism  (led by prof. Haemers). The project was 
aimed at developing a vaccine. 

- 1986 - November 2000: civil servant at the Ministry of Agriculture 
 1986-1990: engineer at the Inspection of raw materials department. Responsibilities: 

managing the Belgian authorisation system for the placing on the market of agricultural 
pesticides, fertilisers and genetically modified organisms and following up on the legislation 
on these matters. 

 1990-1998: responsible for starting up a new IT service aimed at introducing new IT 
technologies to the end users. Additional responsibilities: the development and 
implementation of a new integrated IT system for managing payment of agricultural aids. 
From 1994 onwards: head of the IT department of the Ministry of Agriculture. 

 1998-09/1999: assistant to the Secretary-general of the Ministry of Agriculture in charge of 
general affairs. 

 10/1999 - 10/2000: advisor to the Minister of Agriculture. 
- November 2000 - June 2002: independent consultant for food and feed businesses. 
- June 2002 - present: civil servant at the Federal Agency for the Safety of the Food Chain. 

 1/07/2002 - 30/06/2006: Director-general of the Directorate-general Corporate Services. 
 01/07/2006 - 30/04/2014: Director-general of the Directorate-general Control Policy. 
 1/05/2014 until present: Chief Executive Officer of the Belgian Federal Agency for the 

Safety of the Food Chain (FASFC). 
 


