
 

 

Claire Louise BURY 

Nationality 
 
British 
 

Academic qualifications  1983 – 1986: Bachelor of Laws L.L.B. (Hons) – University of London, King's College 
 1987 – 1988: Bar Finals – Council of Legal Education 
 1988: Call to the Bar 
 1988 – 1989: Pupillage (professional training) including Training Period in Legal Service of 

EC Commission, Training period in Chambers of Advocate General Jacobs, European 
Court of Justice 

Professional experience 
in the European 

Institutions 

 Since 1 July 2020: Deputy Director-General responsible for Food sustainability responsible 

for directorates in charge of Food sustainability - international relations, Food and feed 
safety - innovation, Health and food audits and analysis & Crisis preparedness in food, 
animals and plants in Directorate-General “Health and Food Safety” (SANTE) 
 

 01/2016 – 06/2020: Deputy Director-General responsible for directorates in charge of 

Electronic Communications Networks and Services, Cooperation, Digital Economy & 
Coordination and Media and Data in Directorate-General "Communications Networks, 
Content and Technology" (CNECT) .   

 
 12/2011 – 12/2015: Director, Directorate E, Modernisation of the Single Market (Services), 

DG GROW, previously DG Internal Market and Services. Responsible for Services-
digitalisation of the single market, business services, retail, construction, postal services, e-
commerce and professional qualification. 

 
 06/2011 – 03/2012: Acting Director, Directorate F, Capital and Companies, DG Internal 

Market and Services. Directorate with responsibilities on movement of capital, company law 
and corporate governance, accounting and auditing. 
 

 09/2007 – 06/2011: Head of Unit DG Internal Market and Services: Unit F2, 

Corporate Governance, Social Responsibility. Unit responsible for company law files (15 
directives, 3 Regulations), corporate governance, and money laundering and financial 
crime. 
 

 11/2004 – 09/2007: Deputy Head of Cabinet of Charlie McCreevy, member of the EC 

Commission. Responsible for: company law, corporate governance and financial crime, 
accounting, auditing, industrial property. Advising on administrative affairs, budget, audit, 
anti-fraud, justice and home affairs and trade. 

 
 12/2000 – 11/2004: Member of and, from May 2004, Deputy Head of Cabinet of 

Commissioner Frits Bolkestein, Member of the EC Commission: responsible for: intellectual 
and industrial property, services strategy, financial services, in particular financial markets. 
Advising on: justice and home affairs, institutional questions (Convention and IGC), budget, 
enlargement. 
 

 09/1999 – 12/2000: Member of Legal Service of the EC Commission, external relations 

team : attached to UN Deputy High Representative in Pristina, responsible for advising EU 
component of the United Nations mission in Kosovo 
(UNMIK), and for other questions of EC, public international and international trade law. 
 

 01/1998 – 09/1999: Member of Cabinet of Professor João de Deus Pinheiro, Member of the 

EC Commission: responsible for: Horn of Africa, East Africa, human rights and 
democratisation and legal questions in EU/S Africa and EU/ACP negotiations. Advising on: 
state aids, infractions, information society, institutional issues, internal market, common 
commercial policy. 
 

 03/1992 – 01/1998: Detached national expert in, and then member of, the Legal Service of 

the EC Commission, external relations team. Advising on questions of EC, public 
international and international trade law. 

Professional experience 
before joining the 

European Institutions 

 11/1989 – 03/1992: Assistant legal adviser, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (FCO), 

advising on EC Law, in particular institutional questions, including the Intergovernmental 
Conference leading to the Maastricht Treaty. 
 

 09/1986 – 06/1987: Butterworths Law Publishers, Sub-Editor: EC Law Current Legislation. 

Language Skills  English (mother tongue) 
 French, Italian (very good) 
 Portuguese, Dutch, German (basic) 

 


